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a country, a world figure without a home. Millions
bow in humility before his name. He is the living
descendant of the Prophet, but the very Faith of
which he is the living embodiment deifies the wan-
derer upon the earth. It is an axiom of the Believers
that, allegorically at least, the spirit of martyrdom
should be there.
The Aga Khan, when he succeeded, at a very early
age, to the patrimony of his father, received no vast
domains, This Prince stepped into no cumbrous
heritage, and the orbit of the activities which were
to be his were ill-defined. The sceptre which was
his was that of the House of Man, and the House of
the Prophet. He had not to live the drama of life ,
circumscribed by frontiers and borders. His was
not to be a stewardship presented in so many acts.
His domain was limitless, and if world events should
have had their pivot in Europe rather than in the
East, that was at the dictate of a Higher Being, and
was not fortuitous. In all the great events of the
war and post-war period which had their centre in
the East, it will be found that the Aga Khan \yas
there, ready to throw his weight upon the scale of
reason and order. He possesses the facility of being
in the right place at the right time, and his rovings
have proved a great asset* When great problems
reared their fungus-like growths, the Aga Khan was
able to lend a much-wanted sense of perspective.
Pyramidical detail associated with proximity was
not there either to intimidate or to deter him. He
brought a fresh mind to the scene, untrammelled
by the petty,